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CITY OF ITHACA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

March 21, 2017 

7:00 PM 

 
 

The regular meeting of the City of Ithaca City Council, held at 129 W. Emerson Street, Ithaca, Michigan, was 

called to order by Mayor Palmer at 7:00 p.m. and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Councilperson Koppleberger gave the invocation. 

 

Present were Mayor Tim Palmer and Councilpersons James Gruesbeck, Brian Henderson, Rick Koppleberger, 

Alice Schafer and Cathy Timmons.  Officers and staff present were City Clerk-Treasurer Barbara Fandell and 

DPW Director Robert Studt. 

 

Absent was Councilperson Trevor Paradise, City Manager Chris A. Yonker and Attorney Jefferson Arnold. 

 

Audience in attendance was Ivan Wheeler, Steve Clark-Rowe Professional Services and Dawn Clark-Gratiot 

County Herald. 

 

Mayor Palmer requested to add Agenda Item 9A: Contract Services for Connection Sidewalk under US-127. 

Moved by Gruesbeck, second by Timmons to amend the agenda and add Item 9A: Contract Services for 

Connection Sidewalk under US-127.  Motion carried. 
 

Mayor Palmer received a request from Councilperson Paradise to be excused due to illness. 

Moved by Koppleberger, second by Henderson to excuse Councilperson Paradise due to illness.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Mayor Palmer presented the minutes for approval. 

Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to approve the minutes of the meeting held March 7, 2017.  

Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Palmer asked to receive public comments; none were offered. 

 

Committee Reports 

Councilperson Timmons reported the Parks and Cemetery Committee met and reviewed the seasonal mowing 

bids received.  The Committee recommends the bid be awarded to Searles Lawn Care based on the bid 

submitted, the City purchasing policy and past performance/references.  The Committee recommends a four-

year contract, which is to include a clause to open the contract and to take advantage of the additional 10% 

discount if the budget allows.  She further reported the Committee did not have enough time to address the 

GAS Fairgrounds Lease Agreement and request another meeting be set. 

 

Moved by Timmons, second by Henderson to award the Seasonal Mowing bid to Searles Lawn Care on 

the four-year contract to include a clause to open the contract at a maximum price per mow for 

Woodland Park $470, Atkinson Park $90, and Ithaca Cemetery $950; in addition the annual price and 

10% discount is to be utilized if the budget allows.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Palmer set a Parks and Cemetery Committee meeting for March 27, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. to discus 

the GAS Fairgrounds Lease Agreement. 

 

Councilperson Schafer reported the Ways and Means Committee met to discuss the Stonehouse Loan and 

consideration for discounting the loan if paid off early.  The Committee recommends this consideration be 

given if done on a cash basis but be limited.  Staff has confirmed that the reduction is allowed under the terms 

of the original funds received from the Federal/State aide given.  The Committee also reviewed a request from 

an employee to open the Public Works Union collective bargaining agreement to allow for a change in the 

policy for the conversion of unused sick time into vacation time, allowing for a larger final average 

compensation under the MERS Defined Benefit pension plan. 

 

Moved by Schafer, second by Koppleberger to consider discounting the Stonehouse loan agreement if 

the loan is paid off early and is a cash deal.  Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Schafer, second by Gruesbeck to keep the AFSCME Collective Bargaining Agreement closed 

until time for negotiations to begin for renewal of the contract.  Motion carried.  

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Yonker provided a written report that provided information to the Council regarding updates on 

the Westwind Estates subdivision lot sales, trail connection sidewalk, RC racetrack lease and Facebook post, 

fire grass/brush truck order and GCCF grant award for the equipment skid, Planning Commission activity, ZFS 

development project, Well #7 survey, City limit signage, Isabella Bank sign, AT&T lease, GAS meeting with 

Seth Wolfe, Committee meeting updates, meeting with Representative Leonard and MDOT for completion of 



City Council Minutes 2 | P a g e  

the limited-access portion of US-127, rental inspections, community involvement, and Employee Appreciation 

Breakfast Safety meeting. 

 

Moved by Koppleberger, second by Timmons to receive the City Manager’s report.  Councilperson 

Timmons asked about the status of the fire grass/brush truck, well #7 survey and Westwind lot sales.  Clerk 

Fandell stated the truck had been ordered, the Gallagher lot sale was complete and the Netzley lot was waiting 

on the title work. Steve Clark, Rowe Professional Services (RPC) said the contract to do the survey was signed 

and received the day prior and work would commence tomorrow.  Councilperson Schafer expressed 

appreciation for the written response to a resident the Manager shared with the Council in which he backed the 

employees against the resident’s complaints.  Motion carried. 

 

New/Old Business 

Mayor Palmer asked Steve Clark to speak on the trail connection sidewalk proposal. 

 

Steve Clark, Rowe Professional Services, reviewed the proposal for the Council.  Also included was 

information and draft correspondence to Mike Sage of DTE Energy.  Steve stated he was contacted by 

Councilperson Schafer to follow up on a phone call she received from Mr. Sage, as the “Ithaca Person of the 

Year.”  Councilperson Schafer shared that Mr. Sage represented DTE, who is developing a windfarm and was 

looking for a project partner, so she informed him of the trail connection pathway and referred him to Steve 

for additional information.  Mr. Clark asked in addition to consideration of the proposal if Council would like 

the correspondence to be sent. 

 

Moved by Timmons, second by Schafer to authorize Mr. Clark to send the Memo to Mr. Sage and to 

approve the proposal of Rowe Professional Services Company for the Trail Connection Sidewalk under 

US-127 in the amount of $33,900 and authorize the City Manager to sign; funds are to be taken from 

the Caldwell Fund and will be replenished with any grant funds that may be received.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Palmer inquired if any reimbursement had been received on the Elm Street hazardous spill from last 

fall.  Clerk Fandell will check how the expenses were handled and report back. 

 

Claims, Accounts and Payroll 

Moved by Schafer, second by Koppleberger to approve the claims submitted to the Ways and Means 

Committee by City Clerk-Treasurer Fandell and recommended to Committee for payment: Accounts 

Payable Checks #43648-43677 and Payroll Checks #14230-14253, DD968-DD973, EFT #613-617 as listed 

in the Check Register Book. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mayor Palmer asked for public comments. 

 

Ivan Wheeler, 423 E. Fillmore Road, inquired on what the trail connection sidewalk would look like.  Mayor 

Palmer said that the proposal that was approved included the design and would connect the sidewalk system 

from Burger King to the Mid-Michigan Community Pathway.  Councilperson Timmons added it would allow 

for safer access to the path and that is the goal. 

 

Mr. Wheeler also inquired if any changes had been made to the hunting ordinance that was discussed last fall.  

Mayor Palmer informed him that no discussion had been held to change the ordinance or the rules.  The City 

relies on the Sheriff Department to police the hunting permits issued.  Mr. Wheeler said too many are being 

issued for the amount of land that is out there according to ordinance.  Mayor Palmer asked if he had contacted 

the Sheriff; Mr. Wheeler had not but agreed to do so.  The Mayor said the City would also follow up and asked 

the City Clerk to request Lt. McCollum attend the next Council meeting to discuss the issue. 

 

Mayor Palmer asked for additional business to come before the City Council; none was offered. 

 

Moved by Timmons, second by Koppleberger to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

_______________________________ ________________________________ 

Barbara Fandell, Clerk-Treasurer Tim Palmer, Mayor 
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